
February 11, 2022

Greetings West Sylvan Middle School Families,

We hope that your week is ending on a positive note! Our scholars have wrapped up their second
round of MAP assessments for Reading, and are moving on with their Math assessments. These
assessments help gauge our scholars’ skill sets and also help our educators to target areas where
our scholars need more support with skills as we progress through the school year together. Also,
this week was National School Counselors’ Week! Every day, we are grateful for our amazing
counseling team at WSMS!

Thank you for continuing the daily health screenings with your scholars! There were five confirmed
cases of on-campus COVID-19 this school week. Anyone who may have been near those cases
was already notified. Please keep scholars home when you may have health concerns, and notify
our attendance office directly about absences, whether COVID-19 related, or otherwise. Educators
can be contacted via email to see how to access missed assignments remotely while absent.

Resources for Family Learning:

○ OSU Discover the Scientist Within February Workshop (English) (Spanish)
○ OSU Summer Reading Program
○ OSU STEM Academy AWSEM Club (includes Spanish flyer)

Resources for Chinese Families:
Hi, I am Wenyun Liu, the new PPS Chinese Community Agent. My job is to support Chinese families in PPS with their
communication with their school.

https://www.pps.net/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/254/FebDSW2022Flyer.pdf
https://www.pps.net/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/254/FebDSW2022FlyerSpanish.pdf
https://www.pps.net/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/254/OSU-reading-summer-2022.pdf
https://www.pps.net/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/254/AWSEM_Flyer_Combined_General.pdf


I was born in Shanghai, China. I studied language education in Shanghai, Cambridge (England), London, and
Portland, and have worked at these places as a Mandarin teacher. I have also translated a few books from English to
Chinese. I hold a preliminary teaching license in Oregon. I am proud to be serving the Chinese community in PPS.

If you need any support, you could reach me using this phone number or email address: (503) 407-7464 /
weliu@pps.net or request my service here: https://www.pps.net/Page/1783

- Wenyun

大家好，我的名字是刘文韵，我是波特兰公立学校学区的中文社区代理。我的工作是帮助学区内的中文家庭同学校进行更好

的沟通。

我出生于中国上海。我曾在上海，剑桥（英国），伦敦，和波特兰学习语言教学，也曾在这些地方担任中文老师的工作。我翻译

过几本英文书籍。我持有俄勒冈州的教师证。我很高兴能为波特兰学区的中文家庭服务。

有任何需要，敬请同我联系。我的手机号是：(503) 407-7464；邮箱是：weliu@pps.net

- 刘文韵

Wenyun Liu | she/hers/her
Community Agent Chinese (Mandarin)
Department of Community Engagement
Desk: (503) 916-3258 Cell: (503) 407-7464

MAP Testing:
Our spring MAP testing will continue next week to finish up the second part of the Math portion and
to conduct any makeup testing for scholars who were absent. We will continue to use a testing bell
schedule for Monday and Tuesday next week to accommodate the testing during the added
Advisory period. There is no additional preparation needed for these tests, as they simply measure
knowledge and skills that our scholars currently have from their prior learning and the skills that
they have continued to develop over the course of the school year.

OHSU COVID-19 Screening Kit Information:
An easy and free way to test weekly! Especially while tests are hard to find in stores, this is an
easy and free way to have your scholars tested weekly for your own family’s knowledge. Scholars
will do the saliva test at home and return the kits the following day at the Main Office. For scholars
who opted-in to the program and submitted completed consent forms, we are distributing the
at-home saliva test kits once a week on Thursdays, during the last few minutes of 7th period.
Scholars will do the saliva test at home the next morning and return the kits on Friday morning at
the Main Office. OHSU picks up the kits the day after distribution, processes them, and sends
results directly to families. If you do not receive an email with your scholar’s results, please
check all spam/bulk email folders and then contact OHSU via their family support email at
k12covidtesting@ohsu.edu or call 833-376-1027 between 8am-5pm, Monday to Friday. The
school does not have access to any of the testing results. Please note, OHSU advises that you
suspend participation in the screening program if your scholar has had a positive test for Covid-19
in the last 90 days, as the test will likely be inaccurate. Scholars may drop off signed forms to our
attendance window, or families can scan and send them via email to jsolonche@pps.net. If you
haven’t signed up and are still interested, the forms are below.

mailto:weliu@pps.net
https://www.pps.net/Page/1783
mailto:weliu@pps.net
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16n5BnZWCVRczSwJz2GTJuOeJmIzFJM5JOtwZopflFYc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16n5BnZWCVRczSwJz2GTJuOeJmIzFJM5JOtwZopflFYc/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:k12covidtesting@ohsu.edu


Consent forms to sign and return to West Sylvan:

• OHSU Weekly Screening Authorization Form

• General Consent School Opt-In Form

Uploading Proof of Vaccinations:
Families can also upload their scholars’ vaccination status when they complete the yearly
registration verification processes. Directions to upload items are here for ParentVUE. When
families have items uploaded, this information shows up in ParentVUE under the documents tab
on the scholar page for internal administrative review.

COVID-19 Updates:
There were five positive cases reported this week who were present on campus as of Friday of last
week. Anyone immediately involved was already notified directly.

Notes of Appreciation?
Thank you to the families who have submitted notes to WSMS team members! These notes really
do brighten the days of our educators! If you have a kind note to share, we’d love your feedback
here to celebrate the ways in which WSMS adults support your scholars and your families! A little
appreciation goes a long way and can really uplift someone’s day!

Yearbooks: LAST CALL!
Our Yearbook staff is still collecting pictures for this year’s issue. Did you know it’s easy to share
photos to be included in the Yearbook? Just go to hjeshare.com and enter the code sylvan22 to
upload your photos (use all lower case for the code). MASKS OFF please. We want to see our
scholars’ shining faces in the yearbook!  Be sure to accurately label each photo with the scholar’s
name and grade. There’s no guarantee every photo will be included in the book, but we will try our
best. Tutorial for using eShare. Tutorial for using eShare from your phone.

All sales of yearbooks will be pre-ordered directly through an outside company. Yearbooks
will not be purchased through the school. If you do not preorder, we will likely run out of
yearbooks, and there will be no opportunity to get one later in the year, as the company
only prints a set number of copies, which are determined through preorders . To order your
yearbook, go to yearbookordercenter.com and enter code 6339. Yearbooks are $35 currently.  We
want all of our scholars to have a visual memory of their time back on campus during the 21-22
school year.

Lost and Found clean out:
Please remind your scholars to check the Lost & Found for missing items. We have two Lost &
Found areas on campus - one for general items, which is located by the steps to the Gym, and a
locked one in the Main Office for valuable items. The items in the general Lost & Found will be
completely cleaned out on Friday, February 18. Items will be donated to the PPS PTA Clothing
Closet at Marshall.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WKfLwknOXIYGfjiVTURKB7wvlQW8DAhR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JELJW3M6_gp013Dp_Z7QDpvKmsqC5G-S/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AxHhVVEjAqJxV1Vuh9PnfwkZHcp-Tde_x6iFOOEy58Y/edit
https://forms.gle/3TsJKYDfcfbLhiKu7
https://hjeshare.com/eShare/
https://herffjones.wistia.com/medias/h1e7m2ythz
https://herffjones.wistia.com/medias/62ap3qbbp3
http://yearbookordercenter.com


WSMS Foundation:
Please support our WSMS Foundation! Every contribution helps our school by allowing us to fund
educational opportunities and events for your scholars! Please consider donating to WSMS
Foundation to help support important instructional additions for our scholars in the coming school
year. Every donation helps!
You can donate and find out more information about our WSMS Foundation and their amazing
work for our scholars here. Also follow them on Instagram @west.sylvan.foundation and check
out our West Sylvan students in their school, sports, performances, events…
If you have a scholar event, announcements related to scholars and their achievements, or you'd
like to advertise let us know. Email Lisette Crepeaux at thecrepeauxs@gmail.com.

Daily Loaner Laptops for Scholars:
We have a very limited (only two!) supply of loaner laptops when scholars forget their laptops at
home. Please help remind our scholars to take their *fully charged* school laptop to and from
school each day.

Help with Cell Phones:
Our catch phrase that we use at WSMS regarding cell phones during the school day is, “Out of
sight and away, unless we say.” Any additional monitoring you can put in place to keep an eye
on your scholars’ social media activity is also greatly appreciated! There are times when scholars
may need to access their devices for family reasons or even in instructional settings, and we
encourage speaking with an adult if such a need arises. Also, several families have had concerns
with their scholars’ use of cell phones throughout the day for non-instructional reasons. We will
continue to remind scholars of this expectation throughout their school day. If scholars post
inappropriate content on social media, please report the account for review.

Some families have inquired about apps that can restrict various features on cell phones for
scholars throughout the day so that they are not on social media and are not tempted to engage
with others through social media platforms. Here are some tips we have given families: NY Times
Article: The Best Apps for Managing Your Kids Phone; Support for Apple; Support Google;
Family Time Article & Tips; Verizon Support.

Food Services and Lunches:
Breakfast and lunches continue to be free for all scholars throughout the year. During lunches,
scholars who want to remain indoors have indoor options for both eating and their free time. After
eating, there are several alternate locations scholars may visit to spread out such as the library, the
lower gym, classrooms for lunch clubs, and our outdoor patio spaces and field area. Regardless of
the temperature, many scholars still feel most comfortable both eating outdoors and remaining
outdoors throughout recess to engage in outdoor play. Please encourage your scholar to dress for
the weather if they are choosing to play outdoors in colder temperatures. Understanding that there
is not a one-size-fits-all approach to this unstructured lunch time, we are allowing scholars to
choose indoors or outdoors, assuming that it is not pouring down rain.

https://www.westsylvanfoundation.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/reviews/best-apps-to-manage-your-kids-phone/
https://support.apple.com/guide/iphone/set-up-parental-controls-iph00ba7d632/ios
https://support.google.com/families/answer/7103340?hl=en
https://familytime.io/
https://familytime.io/
https://www.verizon.com/support/verizon-smart-family-restrictions-video/


Please remind your student(s) to take care of their lunch trash each and every day. Our Custodian
places four trash bins throughout the cafeteria and bins outside. Trash and containers left behind
on tables and on the ground, both inside and out, has gotten a little better, however, it is still a
problem each day. Thank you for your help in this matter!

Picking Up Scholars:
Per Oregon law, an approved adult is required to sign out any scholar who leaves campus before
the end of the school day. Our office has been experiencing heavy family traffic prior to our 3:45pm
dismissal, due to daily early pick-ups. If possible, we ask that you avoid picking up your scholar
between 3:00pm-3:45pm as you will not find parking, and our office staff is limited in the
afternoons. Any planning around that time frame is appreciated.

Scholar Counseling Supports:
6th Grade: Counselor: Kandice Abney: kaabney@pps.net &

Administrator: Ben Keller, bkeller@pps.net
7th Grade: Counselor: Rebecca Cohen: rcohen@pps.net &

Administrator: Evening Krauel, ekrauel@pps.net
8th Grade: Counselor, Ricky Almeida: ralmeida@pps.net &

Administrator: Jill Hunt, jihunt@pps.net

General Questions:
Jerda Solonche, Principal’s Administrative Assistant: jsolonche@pps.net (faculty, school business)
Kirsten Crombie, Administrative Assistant: kcrombie@pps.net (scholar/parent concerns,
attendance, enrollment, help with scholar laptops, withdrawals)

Mark your calendar now in preparation:
Black History Month: February
Successful Schools Survey to Families: Access to the survey will be open Feb. 26-March 4th.
More details will come as we near the access window.
No School for Scholars: February 21st
Forecasting for next year: Late-February - March scholars will have opportunities to select
elective choices for the 22-23 school year
Spring Break: March 21-25th
Panoramic Picture for 8th Graders: April 12th (outdoors and briefly unmasked for those who
choose to participate)

Enjoy the weekend! Go Wolfpack!

Jill, Evening and Ben
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